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Berlin world. The age seemed to have grown
more and more evil, more and more sad." Later,
as is well known, the King was to contract a
morganatic marriage with Countess Liegnitz, but
his grief for Louise was sincere, even if occasionally
shown in a way that shocks our modern sensi-
bilities: "For a long time," writes Boyen, "the
King when he came to receive reports wore on his
breast the handkerchief with which the Queen
had dried her last sweats and kissed it when he
thought himself unobserved."

Prussia was, meanwhile, almost as solitary
among nations as Frederick William was among
kings. Russia had once been her friend, but the
Tsar Alexander, after Tilsit, had become the
devoted ally and admirer of Napoleon. In
January, 1809, Alexander, as we have seen, had
entertained the Prussian royal pair at St. Peters-
burg, but then for a time their relations had been
cool.

In the summer of 1810 Alexander again became
friendly to Frederick William, sending, in con-
fidence, to warn him of Napoleon's evil intentions
regarding Prussia and expressing his readiness, in
case of certain eventualities, to furnish active sup-
port. The real explanation of his condescension
was that he was growing alarmed for his own
safety, that the once dreamed of plan of dividing
Europe with Napoleon was not any nearer to real-
isation, and that in any transaction of the kind it
was evident that Napoleon would claim the lion's